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Main Street Theater
Presents ‘Just So’ Musical

by Jean Dunn

WOODBURY — Main Street
Theater Company will present
“Just So,” a family musical
based on Rudyard Kipling’s
“Just So Stories for Little Chil-
dren,” in eight performances,
Friday, May 16 through Sunday,
May 25, at the theater on South
Pomperaug Avenue. .

Indian-born British author
Rudyard Kipling wrote his “Just

S

Margo Lucas plays Leop-
ard and Kristin Valera is
Jaguar in “Just So,” open-
ing Friday, May 16, at
Main Street Theater
Company in Woodbury.

So Stories” in 1902 after return-
ing from an extended stay in
South Africa.

Endeavoring to answer such
questions as how did the ele-

phant get his trunk, how did the -

leopard get his spots and how
did the rhinoceros get his skin,
the tales have enchanted five
generations of children.

. Kenneth Lundquist, Jr., will

direct the George Stiles and

Anthony Drewe 1984 musical
adaptation of the children’s clas-
S1C.

The play had its U.S. debut as
a workshop piece at Connecti-
cut’s Goodspeed Opera House
before opening off-Broadway.

According to the director, the-

plot is closely based on “The Ele-

phant’s Child,” one of the book’s

main stories, and takes as its
inspiration the “pure imagina-
tion” exhibited by the author
more than 100 years ago.

Told in the voice of the Magi-
cian/Narrator, the story unfolds
in deepest Africa, where an
inquisitive young pachyderm
goes on a journey in search of
Pau Amma, a mysterious crab
she believes is flooding the land
by “playing with the sea.”

Accompanied by the feisty
Kolokolo Bird, the Elephant
Child takes off in search of the
Limpopo River, where the crab
is known to feed.

On the way, they encounter a
leopard, a zebra, a rhinoceros, a
herd of wildebeests and more.

Mr. Lundquist became
acquainted with Main Street
Theater Company through his
association with the Renais-
sance Center in Southbury,
where he teaches vocal studies.

After successfully directing
“The Romance of Broadway,”
MSTC’s February fundraiser, he
was offered the chance to direct
the spring musical.

A native of Farmington, now
living in Southbury, he is a

‘graduate of the Hartford Con-
- servatory of Music and Hartt

School of Music, where he stud-
ied vocal performance and music
theory. ;

He appeared in the original
cast of “Dream House” at Hart-
ford’s Charter Oak Cultural
Center and directed last year’s
40th anniversary production of
“Hair — The American Tribal
Love-Rock Musical,” at the Lit-
- (Please turn to page 54)




‘Just So’
(Continued from page 49)
tle Theatre of Manchester:

He has also created, directed
and produced 14 films and has
appeared on CBS’s The Early
Show on behalf of 0il Drum Art,
a geopolitical creative group.

The cast and crew of Main
Street’s “Just So” includes 46
young people under the age of
20, hailing not only from Wood-
bury but Southbury, Middlebury,
Naugatuck — even as far as
New Haven.,

“About a third of the cast is
returning,” the director told
- Voices. “We also have a lot of
new faces. People are really
interested in performing with
* Main Street Theater Company.”

Among the principal players
are Lauren Bell as the Ele-
phant’s Child, Angelica Aconfora
as Kolokolo Bird and Jeffery
Cipriano as the Eldest Magician.

Nick Fritz and Molly Decker
play King and Queen Elephant,
Julia Gracy is Pau Amma the
Crab, Margo Lucas is Leopard,
Kristin Valera is Jaguar, Derek
Herbert is Rhino and Shelby
Bannon is Cooking Stove.

The seven-member pit band is
anchored by 10-year-old pianist
William Linster on keyboards.

“He's just awesome,” the direc-
tor said. “I worked with him at
the benefit and I was S0
impressed by his talents, I invit-
ed him to come back for this
show.”

The set for “Just So” was
—=LdE T AR

Lauren Bell plays the Elephant’s Child in Main

Street Theater Company’s upcomiqg production
of “Just So,” based on Rudyard Kipling’s “Just So

Stories for Little Children.”

designed, constructed and paint-
ed by Nonnewaug High School
senior Brenna Sellers, a long-
time Main Street participant
whose work on the production
doubled as an AP art project.

“The production is very mod-
ern, very minimalist,” said Mr.
Lundquist. “Brenna came up
with some fantastic designs.”

Several scenes of the play
employ slow motion acting
teamed with a strobe light
effect.

“It’s kind of like 1910 silent
movie meets Kabuki Theater of
Japan,” he said. “It’s pretty
wild.”

In his director’s notes, Mr.

Lundquist reminds readers that
Kipling wrote his “Just So Sto-

ries” shortly after his eldest .

daughter died of pneumonia.
Creating these stories of dis-
covery, he said, was a way of

_ dealing with his grief.

The director invites audience
members to “safari in with this
incredible cast and crew to the
deepest parts of Africa where we
learn just how the Leopard got

-its spots and the Elephant got

its trunk, where we remember
what it feels like to discover
something for the first, time, and
how it gave us the hope to con-
tinue.” !

Performances of “Just So” are
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Friday,
May 16, and Saturday, May 17;
1:30 and 6:30 p.m. Sunday, May
18; 7:30 p.m. Friday, May 23;
2:30 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
May 24, and 2:30 p.m. Sunday,
May 25.

Tickets are $10, $12, $15 and
$18 and may be purchased by
calling the theater, 203-263-
7618 "0y e-mailing to
mstc124@gmail.com. Group dis-
counts are available.

A non-profit children’s theater,
Main Street Theater Company
is located on South Pomperaug
Avenue, off Route 6.

Those seeking additional infor-
mation may visit www.main-
streettheater.org,
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